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Abelard (1079-1142), the ancestor of Descartes
and Chateaubriand, came from Brittany to
Paris, and there opened the movement of
Free Thought by his amazing audacity and
eloquence. He trained Arnold of Brescia,
democratic agitator, champion of the " volun-
tary system," who was opposed to temporal
dominion whether of Pope or bishop, and
who died a martyr under the Englishman,
Hadrian IV., on account of his opinions.
Hadrian broke the Roman Republic which
Giordano the Patrician, with Arnold to
counsel him, had set up. But the sturdy
Saxon found a terrible opponent in Frederick
Barbarossa, the Hohenstauffen Emperor;
and the hundred years* war between Ghibel-
line and Guelf may be dated from 1155.

Frederick the Redbeard has been compared
to Hannibal in Italy. His twenty-two
struggle with Hadrian IV. and Alexander
with Lombard cities and their League of
Freedom, was an effort to restore in the West
such an absolute imperial authority as the
Emperor of Byzantium exercised. A pure
German, he claimed to be the old-time Caesar.
His appeal rang out to Roman law, and was
enforced by the massacre of Roman citizens*
by the destruction of Milan in 1^02, and by